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tions 500a, 941j, 1724, 1754; title 42 sections 1532, 2222; 

title 43 section 1522; title 50 section 167f. 

§ 258. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts Aug. 1, 1888, ch. 728, § 2, 25 Stat. 357; Mar. 

3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 1167, which in connection 

with condemnation proceedings, required conformity, 

as near as might be, to state practice and pleading, has 

been superseded by Rule 71A of the Federal Rules of 

Civil Procedure, Title 28, Appendix, Judiciary and Judi-

cial Procedure. 

§ 258a. Lands, easements, or rights of way for 
public use; taking of possession and title in 
advance of final judgment; authority; proce-
dure 

In any proceeding in any court of the United 
States outside of the District of Columbia which 
has been or may be instituted by and in the 
name of and under the authority of the United 
States for the acquisition of any land or ease-
ment or right of way in land for the public use, 
the petitioner may file in the cause, with the pe-
tition or at any time before judgment, a declara-
tion of taking signed by the authority empow-
ered by law to acquire the lands described in the 
petition, declaring that said lands are thereby 
taken for the use of the United States. Said dec-
laration of taking shall contain or have annexed 
thereto— 

(1) A statement of the authority under which 
and the public use for which said lands are 
taken. 

(2) A description of the lands taken suffi-
cient for the identification thereof. 

(3) A statement of the estate or interest in 
said lands taken for said public use. 

(4) A plan showing the lands taken. 
(5) A statement of the sum of money esti-

mated by said acquiring authority to be just 
compensation for the land taken. 

Upon the filing said declaration of taking and 
of the deposit in the court, to the use of the per-
sons entitled thereto, of the amount of the esti-
mated compensation stated in said declaration, 
title to the said lands in fee simple absolute, or 
such less estate or interest therein as is speci-
fied in said declaration, shall vest in the United 
States of America, and said lands shall be 
deemed to be condemned and taken for the use 
of the United States, and the right to just com-
pensation for the same shall vest in the persons 
entitled thereto; and said compensation shall be 
ascertained and awarded in said proceeding and 
established by judgment therein, and the said 
judgment shall include, as part of the just com-
pensation awarded, interest in accordance with 
section 258e–1 of this title on the amount finally 
awarded as the value of the property as of the 
date of taking, from said date to the date of pay-
ment; but interest shall not be allowed on so 
much thereof as shall have been paid into the 
court. No sum so paid into the court shall be 
charged with commissions or poundage. 

Upon the application of the parties in interest, 
the court may order that the money deposited in 
the court, or any part thereof, be paid forthwith 
for or on account of the just compensation to be 
awarded in said proceeding. If the compensation 

finally awarded in respect of said lands, or any 
parcel thereof, shall exceed the amount of the 
money so received by any person entitled, the 
court shall enter judgment against the United 
States for the amount of the deficiency. 

Upon the filing of a declaration of taking, the 
court shall have power to fix the time within 
which and the terms upon which the parties in 
possession shall be required to surrender posses-
sion to the petitioner. The court shall have 
power to make such orders in respect of encum-
brances, liens, rents, taxes, assessments, insur-
ance, and other charges, if any, as shall be just 
and equitable. 

(Feb. 26, 1931, ch. 307, § 1, 46 Stat. 1421; Nov. 14, 
1986, Pub. L. 99–656, § 1(1), 100 Stat. 3668.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1986—Pub. L. 99–656 substituted ‘‘interest in accord-

ance with section 258e–1 of this title’’ for ‘‘interest at 

the rate of 6 per centum per annum’’ in second par. 

SHORT TITLE 

Act Feb. 26, 1931, ch. 307, 46 Stat. 1421, as amended, 

which is classified to section 258a et seq. of this title, 

is popularly known as the ‘‘Declaration of Taking 

Act’’. 

FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE 

Procedure in condemnation proceedings, see rule 71A, 

Title 28, Appendix, Judiciary and Judicial Procedure. 

Section as not affected by that rule, see note of the Ad-

visory Committee set out thereunder. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Condemnation of property, right of Government offi-

cers, see section 257 of this title. 

District of Columbia, eminent domain, see, section 

16–1301 et seq. of the District of Columbia Code. 

Jurisdiction and venue in condemnation cases, see 

sections 1358 and 1403 of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial 

Procedure. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 258b, 258c, 258d, 

258e–1 of this title; title 10 section 7422; title 16 sections 

79c, 831c; title 25 sections 500a, 941j, 1724, 1754; title 33 

section 598; title 39 section 410; title 42 sections 1502, 

1592d, 1594a, 2222, 4651; title 43 section 1522; title 50 sec-

tion 167f. 

§ 258b. Taking in advance of final judgment; ap-
peal or giving of bond as preventing or de-
laying vesting of title 

No appeal in any cause under section 258a of 
this title nor any bond or undertaking given 
therein shall operate to prevent or delay the 
vesting of title to such lands in the United 
States. 

(Feb. 26, 1931, ch. 307, § 2, 46 Stat. 1422.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 258e–1 of this 

title; title 10 section 7422; title 16 section 831c; title 25 

section 500a; title 33 section 598; title 39 section 410; 

title 42 sections 1502, 1594a, 2222; title 50 section 167f. 

§ 258c. Obligation of United States to pay ulti-
mate award when fixed 

Action under section 258a of this title irrev-
ocably committing the United States to the 
payment of the ultimate award shall not be 
taken unless the chief of the executive depart-


